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WHO WE SERVE

In July of 2023, 
CT State became the 
LARGEST COLLEGE 
in Connecticut. Currently 
enrolling 64,883 students.

We serve 25% of 
all undergraduate 
students in 
Connecticut.

We serve over 
5,000 dual-enrolled 
high school students.

Connecticut’s 
community colleges 
have a 60-year history 
of educating 250,000 
alumni.

57% are students of 
color; we are a 
minority-majority 
institution.

Over 90% of our 
alumni remain in 
Connecticut and are 
Connecticut taxpayers.



Credit Student Profile

WHO WE SERVE

98% of CT State 
students are from 
Connecticut, 
representing all CT 
school districts.



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

V

Allied Health and 
Nursing Manufacturing

V

Information Technology 
and Computer Science

V

46 Credit and Non-Credit Programs

Annually Enrolled Students

Free Tuition Students Enrolled

or $21/HR, entry level wage for 
IT workers in Connecticut

2,500

$42K/YR

32 Credit and Non-Credit Programs

Annually Enrolled Students

Free Tuition Students Enrolled

NCLEX-RN Pass Rate

or $40/HR, average wage for a
starting registered nurse

8,300

$86K/YR

50 Credit and Non-Credit Programs

Annually Enrolled Students

Free Tuition Students Enrolled

Job Placement Rate or $29/HR, 
average wage for mechatronics

2,400
317

$59K/YR

Leading Producer of IT 
Professionals in CT

Largest Producer of Health 
Career Grads in CT

Leading Producer of Manufacturing 
Professionals in CT

98%
1,804

776



Fall 2024 Distribution 27,128
Students 

59% Free Tuition 
58%    Pell Grant
39%    Free Tuition and Pell Grant
6%       Loans 
4%       Pell Grant and Loans
2%       Free Tuition and Loans
1%       Free Tuition, Pell Grant and Loans

Student Financial Aid Keeps 
CT State Affordable

FINANCIAL

59%
of students paid $0 
in tuition and fees due 

to grant aid



Among the most affordable 
education in the region

$5,218/YR tuition

Serving the largest number of 
college students in the state 

with the most need

A Balancing Act

ME         CT          RI           NJ        NY         PA         MA        NH         VT

Wrap Around Student Support Services

Proven to Enhance Student Outcomes

Disability and Accessibility Services

Food Security Programs

Mental Health and Wellness Counseling

Guided Pathway Advising

On-campus Childcare Centers 

Veterans OASIS Centers

Discounted Transportation

Laptop Loan Programs

And more



About Free Tuition

• Established in 2019

• Amended three times since inception

• Covers tuition and fees as a last-dollar award

• Available for up to 72 earned credits

• Does not factor student loans into award

• Created to curb student debt and support 
completion

• Cost-effective way to earn an associate degree 
and transfer

23,615
Students in the

Free Tuition program over the
program's four complete years

Totaling

$56.1m
in funding

FREE TUITION



Eligibility History

FREE TUITION

2020-2021 Program Eligibility
• New, 1st Time Student in Fall 2020 or Later
• Must Enroll Full-Time
• Graduate from a CT High School
• Must Be Continuously Enrolled (Fall and Spring)
• Awards Equal to the Unpaid Portion of Tuition and 

Fees After Accepted Grant Aid, or $250

2024-2025 Program Eligibility

• Began Any College Fall 2020 or Later
• Can Enroll Full-Time or Part-Time (6+ Credits)
• Graduate from Any High School
• No Continuous Enrollment Required
• Awards Equal to the Unpaid Portion of Tuition 

and Fees After Accepted Grant Aid, or $500 
(FT), or $300 (PT)

Eligibility that did not change includes: CT Residency Required; File a FAFSA Annually; Meet Satisfactory 
Academic Progress Requirements.



Free Tuition program 
and Guided 
Pathways Advising 
works together to 
improve student 
persistence rates 
and close equity 
gaps. 

18.53% 29.55%

14.4% 29.2% 

Black/African American 
with Guided Pathway 

Advising

Hispanic/Latino with 
Guided Pathway 

Advising

Semester Persistence Rate Increases

Black/African American 
with Guided Pathway 

Advising AND Free Tuition

Hispanic/Latino with 
Guided Pathway Advising 

AND Free Tuition

Guided Pathway Advising Greater OutcomesFree Tuition ProgramOUTCOMES



• Workforce Development/Non-credit Students 
(12,824)

• Students with any college enrollment prior to 
Fall 2020

• Out-of-State/Country Residency Status

Areas to Serve More Populations

• Students ineligible to complete a FAFSA
o Undocumented, DACA

• Students attending less-than-half-time
o Exceptions: Transitional students, students in 

final semester

FREE TUITION



Thank You



Appendix



Fall 2024 Distribution

APPENDIX A



*To demonstrate the impact of free tuition on student persistence rates, CT State isolated the average persistence percentages for students who received free 
tuition and those who didn’t, but both never had a documented meaningful interaction with a Guided Pathways Advisor. 
*A meaningful interaction (documented) is considered an advising appointment with a Guided Pathways Advisor lasting at least 7-10 minutes in either one of the several modalities (In-Person, Virtual, or Phone)
*Fall 2023-Spring 2024 Data

APPENDIX B

Semester Persistence Increases from 60.25% to 77.14% When Considering 
Free Tuition Assistance Alone



*When we compare averages for students who never met with a Guided Pathways advisor and never received free tuition (PACT) against 
students who did receive free tuition (PACT) and had (1) documented meaningful interaction with a Guided Pathways Advisor, we see the 
following results:
*A meaningful interaction (documented) is considered an advising appointment with a Guided Pathways Advisor lasting at least 7-10 minutes in either one of the several modalities (In-Person, Virtual, or Phone
*Fall 2023-Spring 2024 Data

APPENDIX C

Semester Persistence Increases from 60.25% to 88.45% 
When We Add GPA Services (compounding effect)



APPENDIX D

How CT State is Closing Income Disparities with Free Tuition



Recipients by Race Nonwhite Student Share

White

Nonwhite
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White Nonwhite Unknown

49%
48%

55% 55%

55%
56%

59%

57%

2021 2022 2023 2024

Free Tuition Recipients All CT State Credit

As Program Eligibility Expands to Part-Time Students and Non-Continous Enrollment, 
the Program Serves a More Diverse Population 

APPENDIX E



1. When our Black Male student population receives free tuition at CT State their semester-to-semester 
persistence rate increases, on average, 14.49% (to 67.49% FA 23-SP24 persistence rate)
o When that same student population has two or more documented meaningful interaction with a 

Guided Pathways Advisor, that percentage increases, on average, 36.86% (to 89.86% FA 23-SP24 
persistence rate) resulting in only a 2.61% difference between their white peers with the same 
circumstances. 

2. When accounting for free tuition and having two or more documented meaningful interactions with a 
Guided Pathways Advisor, our Hispanic / Latino female students at CT State persist at the same rate as 
our White female students (to over 91% FA 23-SP24 persistence rate). 

Free Tuition Program & Guided Pathways Advisors Work Together to Improve 
Student Outcomes & Close Equity Gaps 

APPENDIX F



Funding & Expenditure History

APPENDIX G



Student Financial Aid Makes CT State Affordable

2023-2024 
(Complete Year)

2024-2025 
(Fall Only as of 8/28/24)

47,736 
Students

56% Financial 
Aid Recipients

42% Fully 
Covered by 

Grant Aid

34,791 
Students

79% Financial 
Aid Recipients

59% Fully 
Covered by 

Grant Aid

APPENDIX H



Award History

Through the first four years of the program FY 21-FY 24:
• 23,615 unique Free Tuition recipients
• $48.9M awarded toward the unpaid portion of tuition and fees
• $7.3M awarded toward minimum grants

APPENDIX I



APPENDIX J

Comparison of Minimum Award vs. Unpaid Portion

• Shift in eligible students in 2024-25
• +18% in Minimum Grant
• -18% in Unpaid Portion

• Shift in fund distribution in 2024-25
• +23% in Minimum Grant
• -23% in Unpaid Portion

• Shift in unique recipients in 2024-25
• Fall: +4,303



Recipient Retention by Race/Ethnicity, Free Tuition Status

59%

80%

58%

64%

79%

90%

81% 82%

Hispanic/Latine Asian Black/African
American

White

No Free Tuition Free Tuition

APPENDIX K
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